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In his 1972 paper, “Responsibilities of Competence”, Heinz von
Foerster calls on cyberneticians to accept their responsibilities
for the realities they construct and to use their competencies
as cyberneticians to act for the good. In my lecture, I review the
thinking that led Heinz to make this call. I then briefly overview,
as best I can holistically and globally, the many problems for
which call for the competencies of the cybernetician. These
problems can be usefully distinguished as first and second
order problems. I focus on the second order problems that are
presented by pathological belief systems: of which I distinguish
two kinds: “individualism” and “the dogmas of collectives”.
I review some of the main forms that these pathologies may
take. Using concepts from cybernetics as a foundation, I go on
to argue that, although these pathologies may never be fully
eradicated from human thinking and ways of behaving, they
can be minimised by education of the right kind: education for
cybernetic enlightenment.
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